
 
 

 

 

Seed 
3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year B) 

Leaving Everything To Follow Jesus  

(Mark 1,14-20) 

 

   Jesus started His public ministry with a call. First it was a call to repentance. He said, 

‘kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel’ (v15). It is a call to conversion, 

to a change of heart. Jesus wants us to align ourselves to God, to pattern our lives to His 

ways and to His will. Conversion is to turn to God, to let God to be the center of our 

lives, to make Him take control of our words and actions.  

 

   Second it was a call to discipleship, to be a part of His ministry, to be His apostles. 

Jesus said to them, ‘come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men’ (v17). Jesus called 

us to continue to His works. Is there any qualification? 

 

   Those whom Jesus called ‘Simon and his brother Andrew’ (v16) and two brothers, 

“James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John” (v18) were not men of great theological 

education, nor with wide social influence, nor with impressive social background. They 

were just simple hardworking people with no important background or credential. And 

yet there were the people whom Jesus called, chosen and entrusted His works. Can we 

identify ourselves with them? The works of Jesus is not in the hands of men and women 

whom the world considered great and famous, but in the hands of ordinary people like 

us. 

 

   But what we must do? After the call, Jesus demands commitment. Simon Peter and his 

brother Andrew “left their nets and follow him” (v18). James and John ‘so they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him” (v20). So they left their 

security and their successful careers as nets and fishing boat signify. They chose Christ 

rather than the comfort of a family as “father Zebedee” (v20) stands for. It is God first and 

foremost. Everything is secondary to God. Everyone takes a second place before God. 

Remember what Jesus wants and needs is ordinary people who will give Him their 

whole life, their total time and complete talents. 

 



 
 

 

   Have you noticed that there were no spoken words or direct answers from the four: 

Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, the Zebedee’s sons, James and John. Their actions speak 

for themselves. They left everything and anyone for Jesus. They abandoned the who in 

their lives and the what in their lives just for Jesus. They did not ask how, that is, how 

much will I receive? Or how am I going to live, to eat or preach? They did not replied to 

Jesus, “why, that is, why me, why not her or him?” Without condition and without 

hesitation they just did what Jesus told them. Once Jesus called and chose us, hold on to 

Jesus. Don’t go back to your fishing nets. Don’t go back to your boats. Don’t return to 

your father or take refuge to your family. Once Jesus called and chose us, be committed 

to Jesus. Be converted. Have a change of heart. And let God take control of you.  

 

We ask ourselves: 

 

1. What we are willing to let go in our life so that we can be sure that we have 

forever Jesus in our lives? 

2. Who are those people in my life whom I want to be called by Jesus? How can I 

help them to respond to Jesus? 
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